Surgical outcome information and the media.
There is increased media attention to healthcare outcome in the current reform atmosphere. Surgical care is a natural target for both print and electronic coverage. Hospital public relations departments often will be the interface with media representatives. Because surgical care outcome interpretation requires thoughtful evaluation of both single-patient and grouped-patient data, as well as knowledge of realistic risk-benefit ratios, it always is prudent to work with your local surgeon when the request for a story comes to the public relations department.